
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, ESSEX 
10:00 AM LIVESTREAM WORSHIP 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – JUNE 28, 2020 
 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
 
 
Prelude  Gabriel Simerson, organist 
 
 
Hymn at the Entrance: Christ is made the sure foundation 518 

 
1 Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious, 
binding all the Church in one; 
holy Zion's help for ever, 
and her confidence alone. 
 
2 All that dedicated city, 
dearly loved of God on high, 
in exultant jubilation 
pours perpetual melody; 
God the One in Three adoring 
in glad hymns eternally. 
 
3 To this temple, where we call thee, 
come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 
with thy wonted loving-kindness 
hear thy servants as they pray, 
and thy fullest benediction 
shed within its walls alway. 
 
4 Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 
what they ask of thee to gain; 
what they gain from thee, for ever 
with the blessèd to retain, 
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and hereafter in thy glory 
evermore with thee to reign. 

 Words: Latin, 7th c., trans. J.M. Neale (1818-1866) 
 Music: Westminster Abbey, Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 

 
 
 
Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity BCP p. 355 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

Then is sung the following hymn of praise. 

A Song of Praise: Glory to you Hymnal S-236 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined 
together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple 
acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The following prayer may be added. 
 
Parish Transition Prayer 
Gracious and loving God, we pray for our parish in this time of leadership transition. 
We do not always know where we are going.  
We cannot be sure how the road ahead of us will unfold. 
You know our fears before we articulate them.  
You know we are not alone and that change is part of living. 
In your great goodness please illuminate the teams working toward our common goal. 
Help us all to work together faithfully.  
Help us to hear the quiet people as well as those who easily speak up. 
Keep our hearts and minds open so that we can hear your word.  
Help us to have your will be done, not ours. 
Help us to pay attention even when distractions surround us. 
Finally, open the hearts and ears of those beckoned by our parish  
to lead us into the future.  Amen. 
 

Written by the transition Prayer Team; second and third lines adapted from Thomas Merton. 

 

The First Lesson Jeremiah 28:5-9 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah 
 
The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests 
and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord; and the prophet 
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Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have 
prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of 
the Lord, and all the exiles. But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and 
in the hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient 
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great 
kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet 
comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 BCP p. 713 

1 Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; * 
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

2 For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; * 
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 

3 "I have made a covenant with my chosen one; * 
I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 

4 'I will establish your line for ever, * 
and preserve your throne for all generations.'" 

15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout! * 
they walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence. 

16 They rejoice daily in your Name; * 
they are jubilant in your righteousness. 

17 For you are the glory of their strength, * 
and by your favor our might is exalted. 

18 Truly, the Lord is our ruler; * 
the Holy One of Israel is our King. 
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The Epistle Romans 6:12-23 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but 
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and 
present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are 
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, 
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves 
of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were 
entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For 
just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and 
greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for 
sanctification. 

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what 
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of 
those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, 
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
Hymn at the Sequence: Dear Lord and Father of mankind 653 

 
1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways! 
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
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2 In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word, 
rise up and follow thee. 
 
3 O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity 
interpreted by love! 
 
4 Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 
 
5 Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm. 

 Words: John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892) 
 Music: Repton, C. Hubert H. Parry (1848-1918) 
 

 

The Holy Gospel Matthew 10:40-42 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will 
receive a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup 
of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple-- truly I tell you, none 
of these will lose their reward.” 
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After the Gospel, the Reader says 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon The Rev. Benjamin Straley 

 

The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People Form VI, BCP p. 392 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Ian and Laura, our Bishops; and 
for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 
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We pray especially for those who have commended themselves to our prayers: Sharley 
Barringer, Ginny & Oscar Buracchi, Matheus Burke, Tony Custodio, Deborah Knight, 
Dan Kucharski, Sarah Lively, Hannah Roemhild, Pam Ryan, John Schumacher, 
Brewster Staples, Dan Taylor-Stypa, Sean & Jessica Wheeldon, Ginny Willetts, Gary 
Young, and all on our Home Prayer list. 
 
We also pray for the safety of those from our parish who serve in the Armed Forces, 
especially Douglas Hamilton, Carl Heise, Molly Jane Fresher, Andy Morgado, Andrew 
Roemhild, Spencer Russo, and Brian Tewart. 
 
We invite any other prayers of intercession or petition now, aloud or in the silence of 
your hearts. 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

We give thanks for the work of our global ministry partners in Mozambique and the 
Diocese of Lebombo, especially Bishop Carlos, Father David and the congregation of 
St. Bernard’s, and Jose, our Seminarian. We also pray for the work of Hospital Albert 
Schweitzer in Haiti. 
 
We also give thanks the ongoing work of our local ministry partners: the Shoreline 
Soup Kitchen; Middlesex Habitat for Humanity; the Old Lyme VFW; and Sister Cities 
Essex Haiti. 
 
We join with the Schumacher family in giving thanks for the 95th birthday of John 
Schumacher, for whom the altar flowers are given today to your honor and glory, as we 
also remember what would have been the birthday of Ruth Schumacher this week. 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  

Silence 

We remember especially this morning parishioner Michael Birch, recently departed. 
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Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
The Holy Communion 

 
Anthem at the Offertory Domine, Deus Antonio Vivaldi 
 

Richard Pittsinger, tenor; Gabriel Simerson, organist 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A BCP p. 361 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, 
you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, WLP 858 (tune: Land of Rest) 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
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At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 
and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  

A period of silence is kept. 

Then is said 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

and may add  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Because of the physical separation we are experiencing, the following prayer of Spiritual 
Communion adapted from diocesan priest Bennet Brockman is prayed by Celebrant and People. 

God of love and grace, of justice and peace, we give you thanks that in the Sacrament of 
the altar you assure us of your presence within us and within the body of Christ, the 
faithful through all the generations; grant that we who have witnessed anew these holy 
mysteries, though unable to receive the physical elements of the Sacrament, may be 
moved by your indwelling Spirit ever more fully to embody your holy and life-giving 
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presence, reshaping in your likeness the world around us, until we are gathered at last 
into the fullness of your glorious and eternal presence; through Christ our Risen Lord, 
Amen. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, BCP p. 365 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All then join in saying the following prayer.* 

God of all power and love, 
we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*used at the urging of our Presiding Bishop, and composed jointly by Episcopalians and Lutherans calling us both to renewal in the 
midst of the pandemic and also honoring the nearly two decades of full communion between The Episcopal Church and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

The Celebrant then blesses the people. 
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The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses them with these or similar words 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Postcommunion Hymn: Where cross the crowded ways of life 609 
 

1 Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
where sound the cries of race and clan, 
above the noise of selfish strife, 
we hear thy voice, O Son of Man. 
 
2 In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
on shadowed thresholds dark with fears, 
from paths where hide the lures of greed, 
we catch the vision of thy tears. 
 
3 The cup of water given for thee 
still holds the freshness of thy grace; 
yet long these multitudes to see 
the true compassion of thy face. 
 
4 O Master, from the mountain side, 
make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 
among these restless throngs abide, 
O tread the city's streets again; 
 
5 till all the world shall learn thy love, 
and follow where thy feet have trod; 
till glorious from thy heaven above, 
shall come the city of our God.  
 Words: Frank Mason North (1850-1935) 
 Music: Gardiner, William Gardiner (1770-1853) 

 
 

 
The flowers on the altar this morning are given to the glory of God  

in celebration of John Schumacher, who recently turned 95,  
and in memory of Ruth Schumacher (born on June 29) by her family. 
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